Priests Paddle to Raise Thousands

An old seafarer turned priest and a campaigner for women priests
and bishops are to kayak together 85 miles from Bedford to Kings
Lynn to raise money for Tibbs Dementia Foundation and the Li
Tim-Oi Foundation which supports women around the world.

Patrick Forbes, a former Merchant Navy Radio Officer before
he became a priest, is teaming up with Christina Rees, who was
awarded a CBE for services to the Church of England.They hit on
the idea not just to raise money for causes close to their hearts;
they thought the Church of England needed a good news story
or two.

The two are due to set off from Bedford for Kings Lynn on
Monday May |9th at 9.30am after receiving a blessing from the
Bishop of Bedford, the Right Reverend Richard Atkinson.

Christina’s husband, Chris, and Patrick’s son Stephen will be their
support team, driving along roads close to the Great Ouse with
extra clothing, food and other supplies. If any reader would like to
paddle a support and safety kayak on one or more days, please let
Patrick know on 07749 643257.The journey is expected to take
six days.

Both Patrick and Christina (pictured below) are writers and
broadcasters and are looking forward to being inspired and
challenged by their tandem voyage. Patrick had his first kayak
lesson with Canoe Trail of Kempston in January and fell into The
Great Ouse while launching a two-seater kayak. “An ice-cold
baptism,” he said and added, | guess kayaking 85 miles at 86 years
old isn’t too bad!” Patrick was one of just | |7 people to walk for
charity through the Channel Tunnel before it opened in 1994.
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Pictured above, Patrick and Christina prepare to paddle!

Christina has been kayaking for many years and swims year-round
in the sea on the North Norfolk coast. She spent her early years
on a sailboat with her family exploring the East coast of America,
the Caribbean and the Mediterranean Seas.

“l love kayaking but I've never done such a long journey, especially
in a two-seater kayak! When | start running out of steam, I'll
remind myself why I’'m doing this - so that more women will have
the funds to train for what they feel called to do.”

Patrick has set up a Just Giving page for anyone who would like
to support Tibbs Dementia Foundation, and within the next few
days we will have made the justgiving page accessible to people
who want to support one, or other or both of the charities. Please
go to www.justgiving.com and put Patrick Forbes in “search for
friend or charity” and you’ll find my page.

Patrick Forbes

Extract from The Four Seasons
by Cecil Frances Alexander

Spring
The fields are rich with daffodils,
A coat of clover cloaks the hills,
And | must dance, and | must sing

To see the beauty of the spring.

Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-
1895) was an lIrish hymn writer
and poet renowned for her
religious works. Born in Dublin,
she authored numerous hymns,
including “All Things Bright and
Beautiful,” “Once in Royal David’s
City,” and “There Is a Green Hill
Far Away.” Her hymns, rich in
Christian themes, are still sung
today.

Ashwell at Home

Ashwell at Home 2025 is on Sunday | lth May | lam-5pm. 2025
promises to be a seminal year representing 40 years of welcoming
visitors to experience and learn about our unique living-history.
From the treasures unearthed from the Saxon settlements to
the stories of the great plague scratched into the church walls
during the 12th century to the current vibrant arts and craft
scene, including ancient basket weaving skills, medieval dance,
walking talks, and several active potters and painters.There will be
lots to see and do including a wide range of open gardens of all
types and sizes, free workshops for adults and children, live music
and entertainment around the village, homemade refreshments,
lunches and much more.

Entry to all activities is by wristband: £10 per adult (£8 in advance -
online at www.ashwellathome.org.uk) Children free. Visit https://
www.ashwellathome.org.uk/ for advance tickets and information.

Moses, stop it!
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News about the WI

On the [3th March 2025 Hinxworth and Edworth WI officially
ceased to exist. We had just celebrated our 88th birthday,
founded as we were in 1937. In many ways this is such a shame
as through the WI | had met and made so many friends; as part of
our drama group | ‘acted’ and ‘sang’ in productions for the Village
Suppers, even learned to tap dance for them. | was just 25 when
| joined and became president within 2 months. A steep learning
curve but one which | never regretted, and the experience even
helped my teaching career. At that time | didn’t have children
but when | did, both my children ‘attended’ WI meetings from
their first months! Over the years, as a WI, we: fundraised several
times a year including for 100 new padded village hall chairs just
before the 2006 refurbishment; engaged in litter picks, The Big
Breakfast and The Big Lunch, the Bellringers’ Barbecue, and even
‘performed’ for any organisation who asked us!

Many times, my friends and | were lucky enough to attend the
wide range of courses available at the WI college Denman, in
Oxfordshire, meeting more friends and learning a wide variety
of new skills including flamenco dancing (while our husbands
learned to be Men in the Kitchen — sadly skills, in this case, quickly
forgotten!) Sadly too, Denman college no longer exists.

| am proud to have been a member of such an inspiring institution
— after all our Queen Elizabeth Il was a member too - and sorry
that we have to say goodbye to our part in it.

Where do we go from here! I'm not sure of the answer but if
you can help or are interested in joining or getting an alternative
women’s group up and running, please let us know.

Do you know who was involved in these Campaigns?

1921 ‘The Bastardy Bil' to remove the stigma of unmarried
motherhood and to compel fathers to take some financial
responsibility for their children born out of wedlock (defeated
in Parliament!)

1954 The ‘Keep Britain Tidy’ campaign
1964 ‘Routine cervical cancer screening’ campaign

1964 Exerted pressure to reduce smoking in public places, leading
to ban on TV advertising and health warnings on cigarette packets

1972 Free family planning for all leading to enshrinement in law
in 1974

1986 Teamed up with the Terence Higgins Trust to combat
misinformation about AIDS and HIV

2008 The ‘Care Not Custody’ campaign to stop the inappropriate
detention of people with mental health problems

2012 More training for and recruitment of midwives

Answer: The Women'’s Institute! And these are just a very few of
the issues which have been drawn to government’s attention, and
which have most often goaded them into action. | would leave you
with this question: Where would the rights of women, mothers,
children, orphans and those with mental issues be today without
the tireless activity of the WI.

Sylvia Scales

for Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham

No.282

Sad News

On 15th March 2025, Simon Marlow died unexpectedly and
peacefully surrounded by his family. An accomplished Pianist he
performed locally and internationally as well as teaching and
supporting many musicians over the years. He also dedicated
himself to an Educational Trust based in London.

He had lived in Hinxworth
for over fifty years in various
houses, most recently in Hill
Cottage. He participated in
many village activities including
delivering newspapers, a
member of the Parish Coucil
and later a District Coucillor.

Among other things he
instigated the tree planting
project by the recreation

ground, the creation of an
allotment site in the village,
aiding the solar panel scheme
in the village and organising
street lights to be turned off
at a suitable time! But he was
probably best known locally for
“passing more than the time
of day” with passers by whilst
digging his vegetable garden.

He will be greatly missed by his
family.
Frances Marlow

Hinxworth & Edworth

Village Hall

Saturday 26h April
7pm start
£4pp / max 6 per team

Bring your own drinks & snacks
*Cash prize for winning team™

Contact Helene 07890 212194
or Debbie 07446 357556 to book your team



Parish Council Minutes

DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH
COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 6th
MARCH 2025 AT 7.00 PM.

Present: Mr N.Tiffin (Chairman), Mr R. Cobb (Vice Chairman), Mr
T Lloyd, Mr T. Dawson, Mr |.Williams (newly co-opted Councillor,
Mrs W Kitchener (Clerk)

Other persons present: - Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County
Councillor. (From 7.30pm)

Apologies: Tom Tyson, District Councillor.

|.The Minutes of the last meeting:The minutes of the meeting of
6th February were agreed. Proposed by Tony Lloyd and seconded
by Nick Tiffin.

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda: The Chairman
reported to the meeting lan Williams has agreed to put his name
forward to be co-opted onto the Hinxworth Parish Council to
fill the vacancy due to Elizabeth Oliver’s resignation. Proposed by
Nick Tiffin and seconded by Tony Lloyd and agreed unanimously
by the Councillors present.

3. Correspondence: Francis Road link drive to allotments: The
Chairman has received correspondence from Paul Watler
denying his ownership of this area. Steve Jarvis and Tom Tyson
are investigating as to the ownership situation on the records
held by North Hertfordshire District Council. In the interim the
Chairman will reply to Paul Watler.

4. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds:The Councillors agreed
to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Tony
Lloyd and seconded by Richard Cobb.

5. Planning: Planning Applications:- 25/00253/FPH and 25/00254/
LPC Cammocks, Chapel Street, Hinxworth. The Parish Council
has “no objection” to these applications.

6. Highways: Speed Reduction Project in the High Street: The final
stage/completion of this project will take place either at the end
of March or early April. It appears no objections have been raised
by the Hinxworth Villagers to the recent consultation.

New Inn Road: The ditches on the “S” bend were flooded due to
the weather conditions over the winter. These were dredged to
allow the overflowing flood water to drain away. Subsequently
the tarmac edging to New Inn Road has broken away due to the
water penetration. Steve Jarvis will notify Hertfordshire Highways
of the problem.

7.Village Hall: The Annual Parish Meeting 2025: This will
take place in the Village Hall on Wednesday April 2nd
at 8.00pm. Please note all relevant documentation for
this meeting will be available on the Hinxworth Parish
Council website.

8. Recreation Ground: Again it is reported that the whole area is
still water logged.

The Archery Club Annual Agreement 2025/26:This has now been
signed by both parties. The slight amendment as reported in the
Parish Council Minutes of December 2024 have been agreed.

9.The Tennis Court and Recreation Ground: Nothing to report.

10. Allotments: These are also water logged at present. There is
also an infestation of rats and mice that the allotmenteers are
dealing with.

I I.Any Other Urgent Business:

The Village Voice: “The Parish Council are fully aware that the
printing of the Village Voice by Floyd Engineering will be ending in
the coming months (the final date yet to be arranged).

Therefore the Parish Councillors would like to thank Richard
and Chantal and Floyd Engineering for their loyal support for the
printing of the monthly Village Voice over the years. At present
the Parish Council is open to suggestions on the way forward.An
electronic version placed on the Hinxworth PC web site is the
only current option at present”.

Further to the above article in the Parish Council minutes
of February 2025 the Parish Councillors agreed they should
investigate further trying to obtain an acceptable quote for cost of
printing the 250 monthly copies of the Village Voice. If the Parish
Council cannot get an acceptable price they will need to investigate
alternative ways to get publication to theVillagers. The Chairman is
to notify Karen Mills.

12.The Date of the Next Meeting: The next Council Meeting
is the “Annual Parish Meeting” this will take place at 8pm
on the 2nd April 2025. The meeting closed at 8.20 pm.

Wendy Kitchener (Clerk)

We Need Your Help

Fo W of

We are still looking for a solution for Printing the Village
Voice - are you a local business that can help us? Do you
have access to a Printer which could help to keep the
Village Voice in circulation? Please do get in touch if you
have any ideas to support this....

Wise Words

“People say nothing is impossible,

but | do nothing every day”

Winnie the Pooh

Church Services For April

Sun 6th Apr 09.15 | All Age Communion St Nicholas’,
Hinxworth

Sun 13th Apr [ 09.15 | Palm Sunday St Nicholas’,
Communion Hinxworth

Fri 18th Apr 12.00 | Good Friday, Simple | St Nicholas’,
Lunch & Ipm Reflective | Hinxworth
Service

Sun 20th Apr | 09.15 | Easter Day St Nicholas’,
Communion Hinxworth

Sun 20th Apr | 09.30 | Easter Day StVincent’s,
Communion Newnham

Sun 27th Apr 15.00 | St George’s Day St George’s,
Service with Baptism Edworth

On Wednesday afternoons, join us for a short service of Evening
Prayer at 4pm in St Nicholas’, Hinxworth



WI Monthly Update

A rather poignant meeting this time as very sadly the WI has been
suspended for the time being. Although we are a very vibrant
group we are also a very small group and have had to come to
the conclusion that we cannot continue. Sadly we are not getting
new members. However this is not to say that we cannot restart
at any time if new members come forward. | joined the WI some
seven years ago when | moved into the village and have made many
friends via the WI - friends who will continue to be friends despite
the closure of the group.

However it was not all sadness at this last meeting. The members
had all got together and prepared a fine spread of sweet and
savoury delights to sustain us throughout the evening. There were
also some good raffle prizes to be had including chocolates and
wine. At the end of the evening the committee were all presented

with a delightful gift from the members so a big Thank You to them.

Very best wishes to you all.

Chrisi Hook

Community Lunch

As ever thank you all for supporting the lunch. There is such a
wonderful atmosphere in the hall - a real community coming
together and enjoying some lovely food whilst catching up with
friends. A very generous donation has been made this month to
Redwings Horse Sanctuary. There is no Community Lunch in the
village hall in April, instead it will be hosted by the Church on
Good Friday the 18 April. This will be at the Church and will start
at the earlier time of 12noon followed by a Church service. The
next Community Lunch at the Village Hall will be on the 9th May
at the usual time of 12.30. We look forward to seeing you all again
then.

Chrisi Hook

COMMUNITY LUNCH
Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall
12.30pm Friday 11th April

Price includes selection of homemade
soups, breads & desserts plus tea / coffee

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the May edition by
April 20th. E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.

Charlie Chicks are Back!
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How to pay:

@ Pay in cash

@ Scan the QR code

@ Text CHICKS followed by your amount to 70460

Spansored by

Every year, the Garden House Hospice Care Charlie Chicks
campaign spreads joy throughout the county and beyond. The
cheerful chicks, each knitted and crocheted by keen volunteers, are
stuffed with Creme Eggs & sold to raise vital funds. This campaign
raises around £18,000 a year for GHHC, with every penny donated
to support patients, families and carers facing life-limiting illnesses.
The Hospice costs £7.7 million a year to run, and needs to raise
£15,300 every day to fund it's services. You can buy a Charlie
Chick locally from:

For more information, please visit

ghhospicecare.org.uk/charlie-chicks

agirsred Uity #2730

¢ 3 Horseshoes, Hinxworth
*  Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall

¢ 8The Barns, Lower Farm Edworth

Katrina Hoskins

Hinxworth Through The Ages

Thank You to Martin Parry for sending in this month’s look at
Hinxworth in ‘days gone by’. This one shows us the High Street....




