
Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the September 
edition by August 20th.  E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.

Wise Words

“It’s no use going back to yesterday, because I was a different 
person then.”

Lewis Carroll,   Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

The Community Lunch is taking a summer break now so no lunch 
in August but make a note in your diaries for the 12 September 
12.30 to 2pm.  Everyone - have a lovely summer and see you all 
in September for a ploughman's lunch.

Chrisi Hook

Community Lunch

In readiness for the delicious, much anticipated Ploughman’s lunch 
in September - here is a very topical monthly cartoon..........	     

And Finally.....

Tom and Vee ‘Tie the Knot’

The village was filled with joy and celebration on the 12th of 
July as our eldest son,  Tom Hartree married  Vee Katemba on a 
gloriously sunny day. The ceremony took place in our charming 
Village Church, a perfect setting for such a heartfelt occasion.

Following the service, guests made their way to Gaynesfield, the 
family home where Tom grew up. The reception was held in a 
stunning marquee set in the garden – a long-held dream of Jane, 
Tom’s mother, brought to life for the special day.

Adding a unique touch to the celebration was the now-famous 
‘horizontal topiary’ on the lawn, lovingly shaped by myself, Tom’s 
father.  Family and friends gathered to toast the happy couple, 
enjoying laughter, love, and the perfect English summer day.

We wish Tom and Vee every happiness as they begin their new 
life together.

Pictured above submitted by Andy Hartree, a few 
moments from Tom and Vee’s special day

Andy Hartree
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• Village Voice •
Time for a New Chapter?

Could You Be the Next Editor of the Village Voice?

After three very enjoyable years of co-editing the Village Voice, 
we’ll be stepping down from the role later this year—and we’re 
now looking for new volunteers to take the reins.

Being part of the Village Voice has been a wonderful experience. 
It’s given us the chance to connect with all sorts of people in 
the village, share stories, promote events, and help keep everyone 
informed and involved. 

Karen Mills and Jan Olson-Williams

A New Church Volunteer 

Harper was visiting Hinxworth to spend time with her family, and 
joined in to help Phil and Kathy with some Church duties during 
her visiting.  She helped-out with a big smile on her face....Thanks 
for your help Harper! 

Cathy Sutton

Pictured above, Harper Sutton helping with church 
locking duties during her recent family visit from Brisbane

It’s a brilliant way to feel more connected to village life, whether 
you’ve lived here for years or have only recently moved in.

If you enjoy writing, organising, chatting with neighbours, or just 
want to contribute to the community in a meaningful way, this 
could be a great opportunity. 

You don’t need previous experience—just enthusiasm and a bit 
of time each month.

Interested? Curious? We’d love to hear from you. Get in touch 
at Villagevoice3@gmail.com to find out more about what’s 
involved—we’re happy to chat and help with a smooth handover.



Church Services For August

Sun 3rd Aug 09.15 All Age Communion St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

Sun 10th Aug 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

Sun 17th Aug 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

Sun 24th Aug 09.30 BCP Communion St Vincent’s, 
Newnham

Sun 31st Aug --- No Service in 
Hinxworth or 
Newnham

Sun 31st Aug 10.45 Benefice All Age 
Communion

St Mary’s, Ashwell

Parish Council Minutes
DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH 
COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 3rd 
JULY 2025 AT 7.00 PM.

Present: Mr N. Tiffin (Chairman), Mr R. Cobb (Vice Chairman), Mr 
T Lloyd, Mr T. Dawson & Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk)

Other Persons Present:- Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County 
Councillor, Tom Tyson, District Councillor.

Two members of the public for the Planning Application Marshfield 
Barn.

Apologies:- Ian Williams

1. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of 
5th June were agreed. Proposed by Tony Lloyd and seconded by 
Tony Dawson .

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda:

Mains Water Pressure: There are current concerns in Hinxworth 
and the surrounding area regarding the drop in water pressure. 
The Chair has proposed to write to Affinity to see if they will shed 
more light on the matter, but has urged all residents to also make 
their feelings known to Affinity when pressures are too low.

3. Correspondence: Nothing to report.

4. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: These and funds to date 
will be dealt with in the near future now our Clerk has returned. A 
statement will be circulated to the Councillors in the near future 
detailing income and expenditure to date for this current financial 
year.   Any further expenditure will be agreed at that time.

Last year’s accounts have now been audited by Jane Whitfield, 
who we again thank for her kind services.   These have yet to be 
finalised for the Parish Councillors to sign off in the near future.

Wendy Kitchener, the Clerk, thanked Dick Cobb for stepping in 
during her absence to deal with the accounts.

Likewise, she also thanked Nick Tiffin for taking the minutes for the 
meeting she missed in June.

5. Planning:

Planning Application: Planning Consultation 25/01460/FP at 
Marshfield Barn, Hinxworth.

The Parish Council has received another revised Planning 
Consultation in respect of the above development.

One of the two members of the public present notified the meeting 
of his concern regarding, in his opinion, the possible problem this 
application will cause to the water table in the area. Likewise, a 
complete revision and reapplication differing vastly from the 
original plan that was approved.

The District Council are aware of this concern and will seek 
further advice.

The Parish Councillors unanimously voted to object to the plan 
as it differs completely to the plan that was approved after appeal 
in both overall height, front aspect (planners main concern) and 
right-side profile (view from front), The addition of the basement 
area is not a concern to them, but water displacement as a result 
of this needs to checked.

6. Highways: Speed Reduction Project in the High Street: This has 
now been successfully completed. The Parish  Councillors thank 
Steve Jarvis and all those involved.

The Drains in the High Street: We have requested these be 
unblocked ASAP.

The Hedge along by St Nicholas Church: This is overgrown and 
requires trimming back as the growth is obscuring the “Traffic 
Calming” signs. Nick Tiffin is to contact Geoff Burrows as the land 
is owned by the Diocese of St. Albans and ultimately it is their 
responsibility to keep this in check.

7. Village Hall: Nothing to report.

8. Recreation Ground: The Parish Councillors continue their 
survey of the Recreation Ground.

Ashwell Accies: Have been in contact again in respect of hiring the 
recreation ground. This is to be discussed further in the coming 
weeks.

Other Items: The stile, gate, fencing and other items require 
mending or replacing. Quotes are been prepared for this work to 
be completed. It is hoped this work will be carried out in the near 
future.

Dog Walking:  Signs have been ordered to remind people to pick 
up dog litter from the recreation area. These are now in place.

9. The Tennis Court and Recreation Ground: Nothing to report.

10. Allotments: The rain water harvesting program is well under 
way and should be completed in the coming month. This has now 
been completed.

11. Any Other Urgent Business: Nothing to report.

12. The Date of the Next Meeting: The next Parish Council Meeting 
will take place at 7pm on the 18th September. The meeting closed 
at 20.25 pm.

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk

Most households have now received their new Blue Bins.  Here’s a 
reminder of the new cycle, scheduled to start in August.    

Food Waste Bin Every Week

Blue Lid Bin Every Three Weeks

Black Lid Bin Every Three Weeks

Purple Lid Bin Every Three Weeks

Brown Lid Bin Every Two Weeks

If you are unsure what 
‘goes out’ each week 
you can check the 
North Herts webpage 
at:                  	     

Blue Bin Reminder:  From 04 August 2025

https://waste.nc.north-herts.gov.uk/w/webpage/find-bin-collection-day-
input-address

The Missing Bins: Tom Tyson will remind whomever is responsible 
to replace these as soon as possible, the priority is the one outside 
the Three Horse Shoes which is owned by HPC.



Picture above, the wonderful parish lunch prepared by 
the community of Newnham & local villages, submitted 
by Richard Stark

Newnham Parish Lunch

The Annual Parish lunch was held on Sunday 29th of June at 
Newnham Hall Cottage. It was a great mix of people from Ashwell, 
Hinxworth, Edworth and Newnham. 

All of the amazing and delicious food was produced by many willing 
villagers of Newnham. The gazebos that were so very much needed 
and gratefully loaned for the day, again from local villagers, were put 
up and taken down in the incredible heat of 33 degrees. Tables and 
chairs were also transported from and back to the village hall. An 
excellent raffle was also held. So many people contributed to make 
it a fabulous 28th annual lunch. 

Picture above & below, time to cool-off in the 33 degree 
heat, submitted by Richard Stark

This wonderful and quintessentially English event raised an amazing 
£2124 for St Vincent's church. A HUGE thank you to everyone that 
helped out, attended and supported this special day.

Richard Stark

Part 2 

Ode to Traffic Calming, The Lone Toilet  and Life in 
Hinxworth

By Anonymous

 

Alack, alas, what should we do?

Someone’s moved the porta loo

Where it stood – an empty space

Just disappearing without trace

 

Some litter bins have vanished too

Count them all to see its true

Put into a transit van

And taken by the council man

 

No bins, no loo…. a sorry state

Is this to be our village ‘fate’?

Communal resource moved away

Losing items day by day

 

Our water pressure’s really low

Taps are running very slow

Supply in Hinxworth always fickle

Showers dispensing at a trickle

 

Let’s set the negatives aside

We have a brand new source of pride

Bollards, lights and traffic signs

Painted white and yellow lines

 

Smart chicanes all edged in stone

A traffic calming system of our own

White gates to make all drivers heed

Warning signs to cut their speed

 

So when all is said and done

Our village has its share of sun

Nothing here is really bad

Little things still make us glad!


