
Save The Date
 ‘Family Fun Day’

Don’t forget to diarise the St Nicholas Fun 
Day. This will take place on Saturday 30th 
August from 2pm. There will be lots of fun 
and activities for everyone, this includes: 

	 -  BBQ & Bar

	 -  Dog Show

	 -  Bouncy Castle

	 -  Brass Band

	 -  Plus lots, lots more....

In the April edition of Village Voice we 
included the first verse, Spring, of the poem 
Four Seasons by Cecil Frances Alexander. For 
July we have added the second verse, Summer.

Summer

Spring 

The fields are rich with daffodils,

A coat of clover cloaks the hills,

And I must dance, and I must sing

To see the beauty of the spring.

Summer

The earth is warm, the sun’s ablaze,

It is a time of carefree days;

And bees abuzz that chance to pass

May see me snoozing in the grass.
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Summer Watch in Edworth
Spring is definitely in the air in Lower Farm, Edworth.  We have 
a woodpecker fledgling frequenting our garden being fed by it’s 
parents.  

We also have a couple of VERY active hedgehogs in the garden 
after dusk every evening.  So active infact, we’ll be amazed if 
Hoglets don’t make an appearance!

Katrina Hoskins

Pictured above, ‘The Woodpecker Family’ at Lower 
Farm, Edworth

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the August edition 
by July 20th.  E: villagevoice3@gmail.com.

Pictured above, the very active hedgehogs of Lower 
Farm, Edworth

Lost Racing Pigeon Takes Scenic Route
Hinxworth had an unexpected feathered visitor recently when 
a racing pigeon—on a cross-country mission from Brittany—
decided to take a detour… via a Paddington Fire Station and, 
ultimately, our very own village!

Steve Mills, a familiar face in Hinxworth as a chimney sweep—
and a firefighter by day in Paddington—spotted the weary 
bird resting in the shade of the Fire Station yard one morning. 
Noticing a small tag around its leg, Steve investigated further and 
discovered a phone number. A quick call revealed that this was no 
ordinary pigeon: this was Pigeon Number 56, a competitor in a 
long-distance race that began in Brittany just days before.

The likely culprit for the pigeon’s unexpected pit stop? A powerful 
solar flare over the weekend, which had thrown the bird off its 
internal compass and sent it off-course.

The bird’s owners, based in Wolverhampton, were relieved to 
hear it had been found safe—but getting to London to retrieve 
their prize racer was a stretch. Ever the good Samaritan, Steve 
offered to bring the pigeon home to Hinxworth, where the 
owners could make the shorter journey to collect it.

After a cozy overnight stay in a box in Steve’s downstairs loo 
(probably the poshest accommodation the pigeon’s ever seen), 
Number 56 was reunited with its grateful owners, who drove 
down from Wolverhampton to fetch their intrepid flyer.

Now safely back home and no worse for wear, Pigeon Number 
56 is reportedly resting up and preparing for its next grand 
adventure.

Well done to our unexpected winged guest on dropping into 
the emergency services to help him complete its scenic route 
home! Apparently Steve and Pigeon No.56 will be featured in the 
next edition of ‘The Pigeon Fancier’s Gazette’ too!  Let’s hope he 
makes front page!

Pictured above, Steve and his colleague on Paddington 
Red Watch going above and beyond for Pigeon No56!



Church Services For July
Sun 6th July 09.15 All Age Communion St Nicholas’, 

Hinxworth

Sun 13th July 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

Sat 19th July 16.00 Evening Prayer for 
Mary Magdalene

St Mary’s 
Magdalene, 
Caldecote

Sun 20th July 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

Sun 27th July 09.30 BCP Communion St Vincent’s, 
Newnham

Sun 27th July 14.30 Family Cafe Church St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

June’s Community Lunch Update

Parish Council Minutes
Minutes from this month’s meeting are delayed, they will be shared 
on the Parish Council website when available. 

It was a  hot day but not too hot for so many of you to come along 
and support our Community Lunch.  As always a big thank you to 
the soup makers and also to all those who helped set up and clear 
up afterwards.  This is what makes this such a worthwhile monthly 
event - not only because of the monies we raise for our favourite 
charities  but also because it brings us all together, chatting together, 
laughing together and pulling together - its just wonderful..  This 
month the monies raised are going to Parkinsons UK (a research 
and support charity) so thank you to everyone for making this 
donation possible.  The Community Lunch is taking a summer 
break now so no lunch in July and August but make a note in your 
diaries for the 12 September 12.30 to 2pm.  Everyone - have a 
lovely summer and see you all in September for a ploughman's 
lunch.

Chrisi Hook

The Three Horseshoes Golf Day 
It was our 15th 'Shoes' Golf Day and we had a great turnout of 30 
golfers.  Fortunately, the weather was one of the best we have ever 
experienced in June with a scorching 28 degrees and everyone 
made it round with some refreshments along the way.

We had a great evening meal in the pub marquee, followed by 
the prize giving including the Bazza 'Brush' Trophy (in memory of 
Barry Huber and kindly sponsored by his Family) to conclude a 
wonderful day.

Picture above, the winner of the Shoes Golf Day Cup, 
Norm Jenson (centre), with Simon Cheshire (right) and 
last year’s winner Graham White (left), sporting our New 
Green Jacket kindly donated by Graham, well done Norm!!

During the evening, we had our usual charity Raffle and Auction 
and everyone was very generous as usual.  I am pleased to say we 
raised £1,520 for the Herts based charity 'Cancer Hair Care' who 
care for and support patients on Chemotherapy with hair loss 
during this difficult time.

I know this money will go a long way to help their cause.

In total over the 15 Golf Days, we have raised around £18,500 for 
many local charities that have been close to the families using the 
Three Horseshoes.

I would like to say a big thank you to all our golfers for supporting 
our 15th event, to all the guests in the evening, to the individuals 
who donated auction and raffle prizes and to Gerry and his team 
at the pub that made it a great day.

You will be able to find pictures soon of the golf day and 
presentation, on the Three Horseshoes Facebook page.

Simon Cheshire

The Three Horseshoes - What’s On...

Gin and Jazz 

This annual event returns to the Three 
Horseshoes on Sunday 20th July.  Join us 
from 1pm for an afternoon of Jazz and the 
finest selection of gins....food will also be 
available.

Quiz Night 

Join us for the ever-popular Pub Quiz.  

This will be on Wednesday 16th July....book 
early to avoid disapointment.

Family Church Café is held on the fourth Sunday of each month 
between 2.30-3.30pm.  If you’ve never been before, it's a much 
more relaxed form of church, with crafts, activities, songs, stories 
& snacks.  Suitable for all ages & everyone is welcome!



Just Dropping-In!

It was quite a surprise when a Hot  Air Balloon landed early 
evening on the 18th June.  It came over Chapel Street … very low 
over Cantlebury and finally landed in the field behind Homefield!   
A big thank you to all of the great photos sent into the Village 
Voice. 

Picture above, taken by Jan Olson Williams

Picture above, ‘Goodbye from Edworth’, submitted by 
Katrina Hoskins

Picture above, Katrina & Esme, waving them off, submitted 
by Richard Floyd

Ashwell and Bassingbourn Patients Group 
NOTES FROM OUR MEETING OF JUNE 2025

We welcome 2 new doctors to replace Dr Jarvis who has retired. 
They are Dr Dilly Hussain and DrAfshan Khan.

The surgery doors are now open from 8am and the phones are 
open all day.

We thank patients for responding to our Annual Survey. As a 
consequence numerous changes are being made.   For details 
please go to the survey report on the surgery website.

The Ashwell Frailty Hub which meets weekly on Thursdays from 
2 pm to 4pm in the URC hall now has 15- 20 regulars. This club 
is open to all from Ashwell and other villages and offers gentle 
exercise sessions and opportunities to socialise. Just turn up. Please 
recommend it to anyone who you think might benefit.

Please note that blood tests required by Addenbrookes cannot be 
carried out at Ashwell Surgery. This is because the blood testing 
service is provided by an independent operator who has no links 
with Addenbrookes. We appreciate that this causes inconvenience 
but the surgery has no control over this situation.

There was a discussion about changes made to prescriptions 
following blood tests. All test results are reviewed by a GP who 
decides if a change is advisable. Patients will only be contacted if 
further action needs to be discussed.

Our next meeting will be in July.
Peter Chapman

Ode to Traffic Calming / The Lone Toilet
 by Anonymous, June 2025

Hinxworth High Street – June sixteen

Lots of workmen’s vans were seen

Orange lights on top shone steady

10 workmen waiting, at the ready

The road is empty, cleared of cars

A yellow sign ‘through traffic’ bars

Road closed 5 days, for work to start

A project close to our village heart

 

Now years have come and years have passed

Before our dream seemed real at last

Great progress made, we all agreed

To safer driving, less traffic speed

 

But Monday lunchtime, bubble burst

Vans disappeared, we feared the worst

No yellow sign, no men on site

It seems that they had taken flight

 

And all alone on the grass verge

In case a local has the urge,

They left a little Porta Loo

Standing proud, all white and blue ….!


