On The Beat

Drivers are being advised to make sure vehicles are secure
following an increase in thefts during 2024. Last year vehicle thefts
increased by more than || per cent, compared to the previous
year, however in some areas the increases were significantly
higher. In Welwyn Hatfield and North Herts they increased 30 per
cent and in Broxbourne thefts rose by 22 per cent. Many of those
stolen were high value keyless vehicles.

Over the last two years Hertfordshire Constabulary has been
targeting organised crime groups, who have been committing
dozens of vehicle theft offences. More than 30 offenders believed
to be responsible for over 200 offences have been caught and
prosecuted since 2022.

To minimise the chance of becoming a victim we offer the
following advice:

- Lock your car whenever it is left unattended and keep it in a
garage when parked at night if possible.

- When at home, keep your keyless car fob (and the spare) well
away from the car.

- Put the keys in a screened or signal-blocking pouch, such as a
Faraday Bag.

- An approved strong full cover steering wheel lock prevents
theft, even if the vehicle security system is bypassed.

- Reprogramme your key fobs if you buy a second-hand car.
- Turn off wireless signals on your fob when it’s not being used.

- Never leave your vehicle unattended with the engine running,
even if you are only absent for a moment.

- Consider fitting CCTV covering your home and driveway, to
help deter thieves.

- Use PIR or LED security lighting to make your vehicle more
visible as this can also act as a deterrent.

- Always consider parking in a car park that has been accredited
with the police approved “Park Mark” scheme.

- Noisy gravel on your drive can help deter a would-be thief, as
they don’t want to alert you to their approach.

- Never leave valuable items or tools on display in your vehicle as
this may encourage a thief to break in.

For security products for your vehicles search the ‘accredited
products’ page on the Secured by Design website a police-
approved website.

For more advice, please visit our crime prevention pages.

You can report information about crime online, speak to an
operator in our Force Communications Room via our online web
chat tool or call the non-emergency number 101.Always dial 999
in an emergency.

Your local Neighbourhood Police Teams website

http://snt.herts.police.uk/Teams.aspx?TeamID=G01

Useful Links

http:/iwww.herts. police.uk/

http:/fwww.doglost.co.uk/

http://www.stolenhorsereqister.com/

Royston Rural Neighbourhood Team Tel — 01438 757935
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Local Crime

G4E - Ashwell, Hinxworth, Bygrave, Newnham and
Caldecote

Theft from Motor Vehicle, Station Road, Ashwell - On 5th
December at 14.20 a van was parked on a building site, the
offender has approached the vehicle and removed power tools
from inside.

Theft from Motor Vehicle, High Street, Hinxworth — On 5th
December at 14.15 a van was parked on a drive. The offender
approached the vehicle and removed power tools from inside.

Theft from Motor Vehicle, Lucas Lane,Ashwell — Overnight on 9th
December a vehicle parked on Lucas Lane had both numberplates
removed and stolen.

Burglary, Partridge Hill, Ashwell — Between 29th November and
5th December the suspect has entered the property. A messy
search was completed and the computer and printer was damaged.

Theft, New Inn Road, Hinxworth — On | [th December between
21.30 and 21.45. The victim disturbed three males at the side of
his property, the male were targeting some building power tools.
The victims called out for the males to stop, the males made
threats and made off in a Black Range Rover Evoke.

Attempted Burglary, New Inn Road — On | Ith December at |0pm
the offender was found at the side of an outbuilding removing
roof tiles. The offender was disturbed, ran back to a vehicle and
made off.

Outbuilding Burglary, New Inn Road, Hinxworth — Over night on
| Ith December a outbuilding was targeted, damage caused to the
door but nothing was taken.

Outbuilding Burglary, Partridge Hill, Ashwell - On 27th December
at 7.30am suspect has entered the victims barn and stolen 20litres
of diesel from inside.

Wise Words

“Men fail in private long before they fall in public.”
Revd.].C.Ryle (1816 - 1900)

EVERYBOEY SAYS 1T,
BUT NOBODY ACTUALLY
WRANTSTD SEE ME

LATER....

Copy Date: Please send all copy/pictures for the April edition by
March 20th. E:villagevoice3@gmail.com.
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Help Us Keep The
Village Voice in Print

You will see later in this Village
Voice that in a few months we
will need a new solution for
printing the Village Voice or we
will have to go Digital.

Are you a local business who
have access to a Printer and
could help us by printing the
Village Voice each month?

A digital option is possible but we are keen to explore all options
to ensure that all readers have access to the Village Voice - we
understand that not everyone finds digital content easy to read
so would welcome your views and feedback on this.

If you think that you can help to keep the Village Voice accessible
to all please do get in touch at: Villagevoice3@gmail.com.

An Update on Lords Cars

| wanted to let people know that local Chauffeur/ Taxi company
Lords Cars, owned by my late husband has ceased trading. My
lovely husband Steven Lord tragically died in December 2023
and the company has not operated since. Unfortunately, in order
to gain business following the death of my husband, another
local taxi company has now purchased the telephone number
01767 600440 knowing that Steven used this number for his
taxi company. Please be aware that if you call this number you
are not calling and booking Lords Cars, as some customers have
understandably believed. Steven worked extremely hard to build
an excellent reputation and on his behalf | wanted to make it clear
that the company now associated with this telephone number is
not affiliated with Lords Cars in any way.

Thank you to all of Steven’s lovely, loyal customers - he truly
appreciated and enjoyed driving you all.

Pictured above, the late Steve Lord from Lord’s Cars

Lucy Lord

for Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham
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Ashwell & Bassingbourn Patients Group
NOTES FROM OUR JANUARY MEETING

Geoff Harper spoke to us about the Mobile VWarden Scheme which
has long operated in the Mordens, Litlington and Bassingbourn
with the aim of monitoring the well-being of elderly and vulnerable
people. This support enables them to stay in their own homes
rather than go into a care facility. They are now extending the
service to Ashwell and other villages covered by our surgery. See
below for contact details.

The new Ashwell Frailty Hub is due to open in the URC hall at
2pm on Thursday 30th January. It will then open every Thursday
from 2 till 4 offering some physical exercise and a chance to
socialise. Although Ashwell based the hub is open to people from
all local villages.

We have taken delivery of tablets which will be installed in
our waiting rooms for patients to use. These can be used to
communicate discreetly with reception and to make appointment
requests online with help for those who need it.

Good news regarding our online appointment service — this is
now open on weekdays from 7am to 6.30pm via the website.
The system is however paused if we reach medical capacity on a
particular day.

In March we shall be launching our annual survey of patients
experiences with the surgery. Since the last one we have changed
our phone and appointment systems.VWe hope patients have found
these changes beneficial. The survey will be available in paper form
and via our website. Last year we had over 360 responses. We
hope to have more this year!

We are looking into providing adjustable chairs for the blood
pressure machines in our waiting rooms. Bassingbourn surgery
unexpectedly lost all power one day before Christmas. This was
quickly remedied.

Fortunately appointments were immediately diverted to Ashwell
so although this no doubt meant some inconvenience to patients
appointments were honoured.The show must go on!

Please note:

FLU JABS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST TO THOSE ELIGIBLE
TILLTHE END OF MARCH.

MOBILE WARDEN SCHEME

For more information and how to apply for yourself or on
someone's behalf please contact the Warden on: 07841025107 or
mobilewardenscheme@gmail.com.

News on Dr Jarvis

Dr Matthew Jarvis will be retiring from Ashwell surgery on 21st
March 2025 after 25 years of loyal service to the practice, initially
as a trainee GP and latterly as Senior Partner. We thank him most
sincerely for the care he has shown to countless patients over the
years and wish him every happiness and fulfilment in retirement.
There is a book in each surgery for patients to record their
individual good wishes.

Peter Chapman



Parish Council Minutes

DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HINXWORTH PARISH
COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 6 th
FEBRUARY 2025 AT 7.00 PM.

Present: Mr N.Tiffin (Chairman), Mr R. Cobb (Vice Chairman), Mr
T Lloyd, Mr T. Dawson & Mrs W Kitchener (Clerk)

Other persons present: - Tom Tyson, District Councillor. Tracy
Westgate, Community Partnership Officer; Baldock and Villages,
North Herts District Council.

Apologies: Steve Jarvis Hertfordshire County Councillor.

I. The Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting of
2nd January were agreed. Proposed by Tony Lloyd and seconded
by Tony Dawson.

2. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda: The Chairman
reported to the meeting he had received notification from Elizabeth
Oliver that she was stepping down from the Parish Council with
immediate effect. The Chairman accepted her resignation and
thanked her for her contribution as a Councillor and wished her
well for the future.

3. Correspondence: Nothing to report.

4. Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed
to the expenditure for the current month. Proposed by Tony Lloyd
and seconded by Richard Cobb.

5. Planning: Planning Consultation; - 24/02446/FP Marshfield Barn.
The Parish Council has received the decision notice for this
application.

6. Highways: Speed Reduction Project in the High Street. The
Parish Council, after much delay, has now received the long
overdue response from Hertfordshire County regarding the
formal consultation for the extended speed limit at the church
end of the High Street. The Parish Council will provide all the
households in the Village with a briefing note, delivered by hand,
as to the schedule possible timescale of the project. We urge all
residents to show their support for this as detailed in the note or
letter they may receive.

Francis Road link drive to allotments: Steve Jarvis has already
notified the Parish Council that this part of the road is not owned
by NHDC. Settle and other parties also deny ownership. Tom
Tyson hopes to be able to access maps of the area which should
provide the definitive answer.

The Broken Water Main on the Al:A lane on each side of the Al
has been closed causing long delays. This is causing the Hinxworth/
Ashwell road to be used as a “rat run”. Likewise New Inn Road is
gridlocked with traffic trying to access the southbound carriageway
to the Al.We acknowledge the disturbance this causes but there
is little we can do about this.

7.Village Hall: The Annual Parish Meeting 2025: This will take
place in the Village Hall on Wednesday April 2nd at
8.00pm.

8. Recreation Ground: Nothing to report other than the whole
area is water logged at present.

9.TheTennis Court and Recreation Ground:The Parish Councillors
agreed to review both of these areas in the spring.

10.Allotments: These are also water logged at present.

[1. Any Other Urgent Business: Graham Newman (Clocky) is
to be reminded he has still to visit Hinxworth for the annual
maintenance of the War Memorial clock.

The Parish Council are fully aware that the printing of the Village
Voice by Floyd Engineering will be ending in the coming months
(no final date given). We would all like to thank Richard and
Chantal and Floyd Eng for their loyal support for the printing of the
monthly over the years.At present we are open to suggestions on
ways forward but an electronic version placed on the Hinxworth
PC web site is the only current option.

Tracy Westgate: As Community Partnership Officer Tracy gave
a brief detail of her duties. These include providing help, guidance
and information as required, including small grants, for the area for
which she is responsible. Tracy’s email address for anyone wishing
to contact her is tracy.westgate@north-herts.gov.uk

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place at 7pm on the 6th
March 2025.

The meeting closed at 8.05 pm
Wendy Kitchener (Parish Clerk)

Jank

oUu.

Nick Tiffin, Parish Council Chair

The Parish Council would like
to say a massive thank you to
Floyd Engineering , Richard and
Chantal who have supported
the printing of the Village Voice
for many years and it would
not be the same without their
support and help. We all wish
you well in retirement and again
many thanks.

Church Services For March

Sun 2nd Mar 09.15 | All Age Communion St Nicholas’,
Hinxworth

Wed 5th Mar | 16.00 | Ash Wednesday, St Nicholas’,
Evening Prayer Hinxworth

Sun 9th Mar 09.15 | Holy Communion St Nicholas’,
Hinxworth

Sun l16th Mar | 09.15 | Holy Communion St Nicholas’,
Hinxworth

Sun 23rd Mar | 09.30 | BCP Communion StVincent’s,
Newnham

Sun 23rd Mar | 14.30 | Family Cafe Church St Nicholas;,
Hinxworth

Sun 30th Mar | 09.15 | All Age Communion St Nicholas’,
(Mothering Sunday) Hinxworth

On Wednesday afternoons, join us for a short service of Evening
Prayer at 4pm in St Nicholas’, Hinxworth

Ashwell At Home

Save The Date!

Ashwell at Home 2025 will take place on Sunday | Ith May | lam-
5pm. There will be lots to see and do including a wide range
of open gardens of all types and sizes, free workshops for adults
and children, live music and entertainment around the village,
homemade refreshments, lunches and much more.

Visit https://www.ashwellathome.org.uk/ for advance tickets and
information. Look out for more information next month...



WI Monthly Update

Just about all the WI members were at the February meeting -

it was wonderful to see so any of you despite the cold evening.

With the heating on the village hall soon warmed up and the
meeting got underway. There was a change of plan for the evening
as unfortunately our speaker had to cancel at the eleventh hour so
instead the committee had organised a food tasting and produce
identification event. We tasted and tried to name different
cheeses, attempted to name various herbs and unusual vegetables
and distinguish a Gala apple from a Braeburn apple. Lots of fun
all round with Viv ending up the overall winner and taking home a
well earned box of chocolate truffles. February is the WI birthday
month so we completed the evening enjoying a slice of birthday
cake. The next meeting - Members Night - is March |3 at the
usual time of 7.30pm.

Chrisi Hook

Community Lunch

A cold day so a bowl of delicious hot soup was most welcome.

Thank you so much to all of you for your continuing and loyal
support - without you we would not be raising money each month
to donate to our favourite charities. This month's charity, the
Trussell Trust, was nominated by Matt. The Trussell Trust organises
food banks both locally and across the UK to support people and
families in their hardest moments. A generous donation is on its
way to them. The next Community Lunch is on Friday 14 March
12.30 - 2pm and | look forward to seeing everyone again then.

Chrisi Hook

COMMUNITY LUNCH
Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall
12.30pm Friday 14th March

b

Price includes selection of homemade
soups, breads & desserts plus tea / coffee

Ashwell’s Flea Market

This will take place on Saturday 15th March 2025, from 9.30-
1.00 pm at St Mary's Church, Ashwell.

“All sorts of weird and wonderful items for sale”
FREE ENTRY - Tea and Coffee will be available

Funds raised go the St Mary's Restoration Fund

Hinxworth & Edworth Through the Ages

Here are some more photographs from years gone by, these were
shared by Jamie Crocker.

Pictured above, Chapel Street

Pictured above, Rectory Corner



