
On The Beat

Secure your home while you are away

As many residents are likely to be heading off on summer holidays 
or for days out in the coming weeks, Hertfordshire Constabulary 
is reminding people to make sure their homes are secure when 
they are left unoccupied.

Summer can be a hectic time of year and home security tends to 
be far down people’s list of priorities. However, if you are planning 
to leave your home empty, even for short periods of time, giving 
your home a lived-in look by using timers on lights is a great 
way to deter burglars. Investing in doorbell and external Wi-Fi 
cameras is also a relatively cheap way to keep your home and 
valuables safe.

Sharing your holiday plans on social media can also tip off burglars 
that your home is going to be empty, so make sure your security 
settings only let family and friends see your posts.

Keeping your home cool during the hot weather is another 
opportunity criminals look out for, as many people forget doors 
and windows are left open when they leave the house. Burglars 
will also be on the lookout for outbuildings and garages that are 
left unlocked.

There are many ways to give your home a ‘lived-in’ look when it’s 
unoccupied, so that any would-be criminals aren’t tempted:

Close and lock all windows, doors and outbuildings.

Use timers on lights so that they turn on as it gets dark in the 
evenings. You could also use a timer switch for a radio (always 
follow manufacturer’s instructions).

Ask your neighbour to put your rubbish or recycling bins back if 
they’re being collected whilst you’re away – if they’re left out after 
collection day it could indicate to a passing thief that your house 
is unoccupied. Be a good neighbour and do the same for them.

If you aren’t leaving your car at home, ask a neighbour/friend to 
park their car on your drive.

Don’t forget to cancel deliveries of milk, newspapers etc.

Consider moving enticing items, such as laptops and mobile 
devices, so that they are out of sight, or store them in the loft 
when you go away.

If you are away for a longer period of time in the summer months, 
ask your neighbour to cut your grass. This helps to show that the 
house may be occupied.

You could also ask someone you trust to help give your home a 
lived-in look by opening and drawing the curtains, taking in any 
free newspapers and moving your mail away from the letterbox.

Local Crime - Ashwell, Hinxworth, Bygrave, Newnham 
and Caldecote

Arson, Partridge Hill, Ashwell – On 11th June between 1800 to 
1906 a 06- plate Black Vauxhall Corsa was seen driving away from 
a derelict home in Partridge Hill, Ashwell. On further inspection 
by a member of public they found a fire at the side of the address, 
unknown if this is linked. 

Theft, North Road, Baldock – Overnight on the 9th June two 
lamps were stolen from a gate on North Road, Baldock. 

Criminal Damage, Station Road, Ashwell – At 2.30am four males 
were seen around a vehicle parked on Station Road, Ashwell. 
The males smashed a side window but were disturbed by a local 
resident. The males ran away from the car and made off. 

Sunflowers on New Inn Road
A big thank you to Sue Wilson for sharing a photograph of the 
Sunflowers in the fields along New Inn Road, this was taken 
behind Leisure Grow - don’t they look fabulous!

Photograph above, submitted by Sue Wilson
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Wise Words

“Autumn seemed to arrive suddenly that year. 

The morning of the first of September was crisp and golden as an 
apple.”

From JK Rowling’s ‘Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows’

11th January 2007

The seventh and final book in the Harry Potter series

As many of you know, we will be stepping down as editors of 
the Village Voice in December. Last month, we put out a call for 
someone (or a small team) to take over this role, but so far no 
one has come forward.

The Village Voice has been a part of our community for many years 
– sharing local news, events, notices, and stories. It’s especially 
valuable for those who aren’t online and rely on it as their main 
source of village information.

If we don’t have volunteers to take over the editorial role, sadly, 
the Village Voice will have to stop. It would be a real loss for 
our community – not just the news itself, but also the sense of 
connection it brings.

You don’t need to be a professional writer or have any special 
qualifications – just an interest in keeping the community informed 
and a willingness to give a few hours each month. You can take it 
on as an individual, or share the work between friends. We will be 
happy to show you exactly what’s involved before we step away.

If you think you might be able to help – or even if you’re just 
curious – please get in touch as soon as possible. Let’s make sure 
the Village Voice continues to be a part of our village life.  Email 
us at Villagevoice3@gmail.com if you’d like more information or 
would like to volunteer!



Church Services For September

Sun 7th Sep 09.15 All Age Communion St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

Sun 14th Sep 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

Sun 21st Sep 09.15 Holy Communion St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

Sun 28th Sep 09.30 BCP Communion St Vincent’s, 
Newnham

Sun 28th Sep 14.30 Family Cafe Church St Nicholas’, 
Hinxworth

Parish Council Minutes

There are no Parish Council minutes this month, due to the 
summer break. 

The next Parish Council Meeting will take place at 7pm on the 
18th September

 Hinxworth ‘Village Books’ have a new home !

The Hinxworth Village Books were originally started and updated 
by Carol Cheney who lived in the village for many years before 
moving to Scotland. It was a real  labour of love. Thank you Carol 
for all your hard work !

They are a treasure trove of history, photographs, personal accounts 
and they contain much useful information about our village in the 
past. 

They have been used to produce articles for village voice, to answer 
queries from near and distant relatives and to provide a source of 
interest for current villagers. 

Since Carol left the village, the books have been kept by the editors 
of Village Voice. They have been loaned out from time to time - most 
recently to Katrina Hoskins - who produced several extremely 
interesting articles for village voice and who used them to write an 
informed response to a lady inquiring about her relatives.

With the impending changes to the editors of Village Voice, it is 
time to find a new, permanent home for the books. To this end, 
we have approached the Village Hall Management Committee and 
asked whether they would house the books in the Village Hall. 
Helene Donohoe, on behalf of the VHMC,  has kindly agreed to 
help with this. 

For ease of access, the books will be kept in the club/group 
storeroom, so people can access them when the groups are 
running. That way people won’t have to wait for the hall to be 
unlocked all the time.

If you would like to borrow the books for any purpose now or 
in the future, please contact either villagevoice3@gmail.com or 
h.donohoe@btopenworld.com or any member of the Village Hall 
Management.

Thank You - from the Garden House Hospice

A big thank you to everyone in Hinxworth and Edworth for all 
of your knitting, stitching, stuffing and of course, purchasing  to 
support this year’s Charlie Chicks campaign.  Another bumper year 
for the hospice!  A special mention to Katrina Hoskins for co-
ordinating the effort across a number of months....your time and 
dedication is hugely appreciated. 

New Waste Collection Has Launched

A multitude of bin colours appeared across the villages as the new 
bin collection launched.  As a reminder for those still confused, the 
editors included:

•	 New collection days for some residents to improve route 
efficiency.

•	 Fridays - Your non-recyclable waste, mixed recycling and 
cardboard and paper bins will move to a new alternating 
three-week collection cycle.

•	 Fridays - Food waste will continue to be collected weekly.

•	 Mondays - for those with a brown bin, collected fortnigtly.

Still confused?  Go to: https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/find-your-
bin-collection-day



Ashwell & Bassingbourn Patients Group

NOTES FROM OUR JULY MEETING

We have a full complement of GPs. However we are currently 
without any usual Registrars. Our surgery is a Teaching Practice 
which regularly hosts young doctors who have completed their 
medical studies who must spend a supervised period in surgeries 
to become qualified as GPs. Dr Hasham and Dr Hussain are 
accredited trainers. These Registrars offer very welcome additional 
appointment sessions to our practice. However, for the time being 
none are available. We look forward to welcoming the next batch. 
In the meantime we are seeking to appoint a second Advanced 
Skills Practitioner to join Nurse Margaret to provide extra 
consultations. We are also looking for a GP Assistant to relieve 
our doctors of time- consuming administrative duties so they can 
concentrate more on patient contact.

We have become aware of a problem encountered when patients 
try to renew prescriptions online. If they have unwittingly missed 
their renewal date they are unable to renew their prescriptions. 
Surgery policy is to alert patients to their renewal date 2 months 
before it is due and our dispensing team will seek to do this. This 
give patients time to organise blood tests in good time if these 
are required. But patients are asked to check and respect their 
renewal date as doctors are legally required to do these checks 
before a renewable prescription can be authorised.

We are applying to join the Veteran Friendly Practice Scheme.

The results of our 2025 Patient Survey are now available on the 
surgery website. Ashwell Frailty Hub is thriving. It meets every 
Thursday afternoon in the URC Hall offering supervised physical 
exercise and a chance to socialise. No need to book. Just turn up.

Peter Chapman

Ashwell Village Museum
A few points from Ashwell Museum and bringing you up to date 
with Events to anyone interested. The Museum is normally open 
on Sunday afternoon and Bank Holiday Mondays 2.30-5pm but 
this summer we have opened on a Saturday morning from 10-
12pm which has proved very successful so we are extending it 
throughout September with the last one being Saturday 27th 
September.

Events for the Autumn will start with an Open evening on Friday 
12 th September 7-9pm in the Museum with wine and cheese for 
all Volunteers, Supporters and anyone expressing an interest in 
becoming more involved . Do pop in if you can.

On Wednesday 24 th September we are running a coach to Oxford 
leaving Ashwell ( The Three Tuns pub) 9am Cost £28 . We do prefer 
BACS payments and obviously payment secures your seat.

Next Year, on May 21st,  we have booked to visit the Conservation 
Studios at Blicking Norfolk as well as Blickling itself. This is a 
National Trust property but even if you are an NT member you do 
have to pay for the Conservation Studios which is £12.50 . We will 
have to confirm this booking by the end of the year so if you are 
interested please let us know. The coach cost is likely to be £30.

Friday 14th November brings one of our Tea Cake and Talk 
afternoons 2.30pm in the URC Hall for a Talk entitled Cob,Claybat 
or Clunch Ashwell a Village of Mud Huts . Peter Greener our 
Curator will give this talk which is ticketed at £8. Tickets available 
soon from those named below or from the Museum when open.

Interest in any of the above please contact Karen Mills 01462742155, 

Karen Mills (Ashwell Village Museum)

The Three Horseshoes....What’s On?

Lots of dates for your diaries coming up, as always book early to 
avoid disappointment.....we look forward to seeing you soon!

14th September
Car Show

25th October
 Oktoberfest

15th November
Asian Night

24th January
Burns Night

The third Wednesday of each month
***Quiz Night***


